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PHOTO:

Mayor Billy Phelps has 
been the Mayor for the 

City of Morgantown 
since 2015 and is 

currently serving his 
second term.

A WORD FROM THE MAYOR

The year 2020 has been relentless for all of us, the pandemic has 
created challenges for our community and for our city government 
as well. Fortunately our community is resilient and our city is strong. 
Despite the barriers set in our path over the last several months, the 
city has remained on track in its progression, albeit a bit slower than 
we would have preferred. Plans and projects have been  delayed while 
our town has grappled with this new, temporary way of life.

During this year, we’ve seen a lot of sacrifice, from restaurants having 
to close their doors to relatives of our seniors not being able to visit 
their loved ones in long-term care facilities. We must all do our best 
in these hard times to be able to regain the sense of normalcy  that I 
know is coming. 

While our plans at the City have been paused in some regards, we 
were still able to make great progress despite this uncontrollable 
situation. I encourage you to delve into the pages of our second M 
issue and see for yourself the hard work that we have accomplished. 
We will get through this time together and I know brighter days for 
Morgantown are ahead.

- Mayor Billy Phellps





SEEMINGLY OUT OF THE SKY AND WITH BREAKNECK SPEED, COVID-19, a 
disease caused by the novel (new, and previously unidentified) coronavirus has 
swept the globe and touched nearly every community on planet Earth, the City of 
Morgantown being one of them. Originating out of Wuhan, China in late 2019, the 
virus quickly spread to other countries and continents, heavily displacing life in the 
United States and beyond. Suddenly phrases like social distancing, mask up and 
quarantine became part of the daily vernacular. 

Quickly, the direction of the country became heavily politicized and fragmented 
with each state and individual communities creating their own regulations and 
strategies, or lack thereof, to combat this potentially fatal disease. New York City, 
the States of Washington and California became early victims of the brunt of the 
infected population, however, due to the highly infectious nature of the virus, 
other areas of the country were not spared. As of the writing of this article in early 
October 2020, individual states including Kentucky are seeing record numbers of 
newly infected individuals on a daily basis

The very nature of the disease has been a challenge to scientists, elected officials 
and communities preventing any slow of the spread. Individuals who contract the 
virus may not exhibit symptoms for days, allowing the spread to other individuals 
without knowing they were exposed. Other individuals may not show symptoms 
at all while acting as a carrier. Victims who are not fortunate enough to be 
asymptomatic  may show symptoms ranging from a small cough and headache, 
to flu-like symptoms and in some cases hospitilization and death. At this time, 
those with underlying health conditions such as advanced age, diabetes, obesity 
and/or chronic health issues such as asthma are the most at-risk to develop life 
threatening situations.

Measures such as social distancing (staying six feet or more away from others), 
wearing masks, and regularly sanitizing hands and surfaces quickly became part 
of American life beginning in March 2020. Irregular messaging by elected officials 
created confusion and division on best practices to combat the virus causing sects 
of society to discount scientific studies and mask wearing in general. Psychological 
affects have also been a concern for the nation as visiting loved ones, and having 
social gatherings were sacrificed in order to combat the virus’ spread. At the time 
of the writing of this article, mask wearing, hand washing, and social distancing 
remain the top recommended practices by epidemiologists and the Center for 
Disease Control.

COVID-19
HOW OUR CITY AND COMMUNITY IS SURVIVING THE 

WORST HEALTH CRISIS IN GENERATIONS.

Story by: Jerrod Barks
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COVID-19 arrived in Morgantown in the Spring, hitting 
Morgantown Care and Rehabilitation, commonly known 
as the nursing home, particularly hard. Due to the 
advanced age of the residents of the  institution, victims 
experienced some of the worst symptoms and many did 
not survive the disease. Due to this health emergency, 
administrators shut the doors of the facility to visitors and 
staff were tested on a daily basis. 

Elsewhere, offices shut down, restaurants and bars 
were closed and retail stores adjusted their practices. 
The economy and the American way of life came to a 
grinding halt.

The City was not immune to the downturn of the 
economy or the new restrictions by upper levels of 
government. “The City, like every individual or company, 
has been affected by the pandemic, we were forced to 
shut down our MOGOshuttle, pause our park plans, and 
generally slow progress on many different fronts.” says 
Mayor Billy Phelps.

Suddenly, all city meetings have been transferred
to online only. The online meeting service, 
called Zoom has become a lifeline to 
government agencies, allowing them to
hold their meetings and continue the 
necessary business of the City. Citizens 
can view the meetings on the City’s 
facebook page.

Another victim of the virus was the
Green River Catfish Festival, for the 
first time in its 39 year history, the 
Festival was cancelled in its entirety.
The Morgantown-Butler County 
Chamber of Commerce utilizes funds
from the festival to operate throughout
the year. 

The City’s MOGOshuttle, a free transportation service 
offered by the City, was and is shut down as of the 
writing of this article. Social distancing and necessary 
cleaning requirements prevents the service from 
running as normal. “Our priority at this time has to be 
the health and safety of our staff, the drivers and for the 
citizens of Morgantown who utilize the service, at this 
time, we cannot insure that the bus is safe for everyone 
to use.” says Mayor Phelps.

The City’s major project for 2020, the renovation plans 
for Charles Black City Park has been delayed due to the 
unknowns of the economy during the pandemic. The 
City relies upon a funding mechanism from restaurant 
tax funds. Without knowing the economic fallout of the 
pandemic, the City was unable to move forward with 
the project. “The City must be financially sound before 
making large investments, like any household, the City 
must insure that we have the funds now and a steady 
income for the future before we are able to take such 
a financial risk.” says Mayor Phelps. “The restaurant tax 
income is not guaranteed, it fluctuates with how much 
people utilize our restaurants, which is very much tied  
to the state of the economy, however, based on the  
data we have received, restaurants are rebounding from 
the peak of the pandemic shutdowns. I believe strongly 
that the park project will start back up very soon in the 
meantime, we have been working with engineers to 
accomplish the proper due diligence, that way we can 
start immediately when the time comes.”

While life looks very different at the moment, the 
progression of the City has continued despite the 
challenges now before it. “The City has overcome many 
obstacles over its history to get where we are today and 
it will overcome this one as well, we will continue our 
work to better our community for our residents. 2020 
has been a daunting year, all we can do is hope for a 
better 2021.”

“The City, like every 
individual or company, 
has been affected by 
the pandemic, we were 
forced to shut down our 
MOGOshuttle, pause our 
park plans, and generally 
slow progress on many 
different fronts.”



Bark Park 
Officially 
Opens
THE CITY OF MORGANTOWN’S NEWEST PARK opens its 
gates in October 2020! The Bark Park is now available to 
citizens of Morgantown and Butler County to enjoy with 
their four-legged friends. Amenities such as a 0.25 acre 
fenced area, dog bone-shaped benches, waste stations, and 
picnic tables are available at this wooded property located 
on Veteran’s Way in Morgantown.

Utilizing a vacant property owned by the City of 
Morgantown, Mayor Billy Phelps and staff worked to 
create a unique space for the residents of Morgantown to 
enjoy. Funding for the park was largely derived from coal 
severance funds transferred from the state of Kentucky in 
the amount of over $15,000. “Our community would be 
pleased to know that the majority, approximately 80% of 
the funding used for this park was state funding” says Mayor 
Billy Phelps, “We are continuing our work on being fiscally 
conservative while adding amenities for the community 
to enjoy. Using property the City already owned and using 
state funding has allowed us to create a unique and new 
space while using very little tax payer funds.”

Rules are posted in multiple locations within the park, 
including owners are only permitted to bring two dogs to 
the park at any one time, owners are to be present with 
their dogs at all times and vicious dogs will must leave the 
park immediately. The park will be open from dawn until 
dusk Sunday through Saturday.

Dog owners are not the only people that can enjoy the new 
park space, residents without pets might enjoy the picnic 
tables outside the fenced area spread across the 2.5 acre 
property to enjoy their lunch or a small gathering. The City 
of Morgantown is proud to create this space for all area 
citizens to occupy and utilize.

The City continues work on its other park projects including 
a river park on Old River Road, a Charles Black City Park 
renovation, and a Pocket Park in downtown Morgantown 
with all being started or completed in calendar year 2021. 
Add the City of Morgantown on Facebook and other social 
media to keep up with timely updates for these projects 
and more.
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PHOTO:

Kendall and Deanna Embry  of    
Embry and Watts, CPAs outside 

their business on Main Street

POSITIVITY
EXPRESS#

Story by: Jerrod Barks
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KENDALL AND DEANNA EMBRY, of Embry and Watts, CPAs, 
have been a fixture on Main Street for many years. Kendall, the 
owner and Certified Publc Accountant, has been at this location 
for over 34 years. Mr. Embry, a Butler County High School 
Graduate and a Western Kentucky University alum, says he 
feels fortunate that he was able to find a job in his hometown 
right out of college. The City of Morgantown has served as a 
client of Embry and Watt’s, CPAs as our auditor for a number of 
years prior to him tranisitioning to the role of controller of the 
City’s finances. You’ve probably seen Kendall blowing leaves 
off of the sidewalks on Main Street on your way to work in the 
mornings, or seen him painting trashcans, lightpoles and grates 
along the sidewalk.

Deanna, also a graduate of BCHS, served her country in the 
United States Army and the Kentucky National Guard, and 
returned home to Morgantown in 1995. Deanna has worked 
at Embry and Watts, CPAs as the office manager for seventeen 
years. Additionally, Deanna has served as a board member and 
past-president of the Butler County Chamber of Commerce. 
You might have seen some of Deanna’s #POSITIVITYEXPRESS 
social media posts circulating on Facebook.

It’s clear that Kendall and Deanna have a love for their 
hometown and each, respectively, have been involved in 
the community and its progress over the years. We sat down 
with the husband and wife duo to learn more about their 
involvement in our community’s positive direction.

“I love this community and 
will always call it home and 
by taking some ownership, I 
have an even more invested 
interest in it.”

Also, I think that when we take ownership and pride in our 
community then it benefits us as well and hopefully rubs off on 
others and we all benefit.

Why is it important for citizens to be involved and go 
“above and beyond”  for their community?

Kendall: In my experience, I reap more benefits than I hopefully 
bestow upon the City. The sense of accomplishment and pride 
in my community I feel is well worth my small efforts. I love this 
community and will always call it home and by taking some 
ownership,  I have an even more invested interest in it.

When did you start #PositivityExpress and where did you 
get the idea?

Deanna: August 19, 2020 was my first #positivityexpress post. 
I had been seeing all the negativity on Facebook & it made me 
dread even looking at social media, so I decided instead of just 
complaining about it & being more negative, to be the change 
and start pointing out all the positive things going on around 
us.

Why did you want to showcase progress in Morgantown? 

Deanna: People tend to use phrases like “nothing will ever 
change”, “it’ll always be that way”. “people here don’t care”, 
“we don’t have nice things”, or any number of other negative 
comments. I wanted to show that things are changing, we do 
have nice things and people do care. Everyone always knows 
the negatives that go on in their community & tend to focus 
on those, but other communities have the same negatives, we 
just don’t always know about them because that’s not where 
we live. Everywhere has pros & cons, I just happen to think 
Morgantown has many more pros than cons and I want people 
to realize that.

What do you want people to get out of your posts? 

Deanna: Morgantown is a wonderful place to live and raise a 
family. If we will focus on the positive and work together, it will 
be an even better place to live and work. We need to stop being 
so divided and offended by everything. There is so much good 
out there to focus on, we may see things differently, we may be 
from different political parties, socioeconomic backgrounds, 
whatever, that doesn’t mean we have to be so mean to each 
other & that’s what I was seeing, not people disagreeing, which 
is great, natural & even healthy, but people are rude, which is 
not okay, it’s not healthy, and it’s definitely not productive. I 
know we are better than that & I want to help everyone realize 
WE are better than that. Hopefully we all want the same thing 
... a better community for ourselves and future generations. 
We won’t get there being hateful to each other & constantly 
running everything down. We need to all come together & 
do our part (and a little extra) to make this an even better 
community.

Share your positive posts about our community on facebook, 
instagram and twitter with #PositivityExpress.

How long have you kept up the streetscape? 

Kendall: The last 5 years or so I have been basically blowing 
off the leaves & picking up trash on our part of main street on 
most days. I started painting trash cans, grates, manhole covers, 
etc. many years ago. Although the City does a fantastic job of 
maintenance, I know with a limited staff there is only so much 
that they can get to and I wanted to do my little part to help.

Why is it important to beautify the streetscape downtown?

Kendall: With just a little effort from all of us in the City, we can 
keep Morgantown beautiful. What a difference that makes to 
the look of our City and it can be all so important when we are 
trying to recruit new businesses into our little corner of heaven. 



Hometown Heroes: 
Morgantown Care and Rehabilitation

When Covid-19 first appeared 
in Morgantown, Kentucky in the 
Spring of 2020, the immediate 
concern was for the local residents 
of Morgantown Care and Rehab. 
Though so little was sure about 
Covid-19 at that point, one thing 
was certain– the residents at 
Morgantown Care and Rehab 
were the most vulnerable to the 
devastating effects of Covid-19. 
While school was being dismissed 
for an undetermined amount of 
time and community events and 
gatherings were hastily being 
cancelled, Morgantown Care and 
Rehab made the difficult but, 
necessary, decision to close its 
doors to visitors in an attempt to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19 to 

the residents. However, despite 
precautions and rigid procedures, 
cases began appearing, and sadly, 
it quickly became clear that the 
predicted severity of Covid-19 had 
not been exaggerated. Through the 
many difficult months that came 
after and through unimaginable 
loss, the residents and staff at 
Morgantown Care and Rehab came 
together as a family to celebrate 
each victory that Covid-19 could 
not steal away. Each resident 
who recovered from Covid-19 
was a triumph, and happy tears 
were welcomed replacements 
for the many tears of exhaustion, 
fear, and grief. Covid-19 is still 
demanding many sacrifices from 
this community, but this time of 

sacrifice has also brought light 
to some amazing heroes who 
are deserving of recognition. 
The staff at Morgantown Care 
and Rehabilitation have been 
at war these last few months, 
and their tireless efforts have no 
doubt saved many precious lives. 
The residents at Morgantown 
Care and Rehab have also been 
fighting an unimaginably difficult 
battle, and we would like to take 
a moment to recognize a few of 
their victories here. These are the 
unedited words and photos of a 
few of those who have celebrated 
recovery, provided by Signature 
HeathCARE of Morgantown 
Care and Rehabilitation Center.
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Story by: Tristan Klein
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Alton Givens & Viola Blunk
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Robert Singleton & Juanita Harris
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Josh Wilson & Beulah Condit
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YEAST 
       rolls

The recipe highlighted in this issue of The M is for Mama’s Yeast Rolls and was 
provided by Cilicia Burden, who was the Home Economics teacher in Butler County 
for 30 years. Mrs. Burden was kind enough to bring the staff in City Hall a batch of 
her baked rolls, fresh out of the oven, along with other delicious homemade goods 
to share. The City Hall staff all agree that her rolls (and everything else she brought) 
were a perfect 10 out of 10.
Story by: Tristan Klein
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Recipe by Cilicia Burden
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“I believe if there’s ever an 
old gentleman that passed 

away and is resting in 
peace, it was Arnold Shultz 

– I really believe that.”
Bill Monroe



Arnold Shultz: 
Godfather of Bluegrass Music
One of Kentucky’s claims to fame is 
that it was home and birthplace of the 
Father of Bluegrass Music, Bill Monroe. 
A lesser known piece of musical history 
can be traced directly to Morgantown, 
to a grave that remained unmarked for 
nearly half a century, where a source of 
inspiration and a mentor of Bill Monroe’s 
is buried – a man named Arnold Shultz.

Arnold Shultz was born in Ohio County, 
Kentucky in 1886. Shultz was the son of 
a freed slave, and while little is record-
ed about his early life, the 1900 census 
reported that Arnold Shultz could read 
and write, though he was already work-
ing in coal mines by the age of 14.

During his lifetime, Arnold Shultz 
performed with a family band and with 
local bands needing a talented guitarist 
or fiddle player and was often the only 
African American member of the bands 
with which he traveled and performed. 
Shultz, who had, at one point in his life, 
worked on river boats on the Missis-
sippi River, developed a love for the 
jazz music he encountered during his 
time in New Orleans, and brought that 
love for jazz back home to Kentucky. 
This love for jazz is what led directly to 
Shultz’s most important contribution to 
Bluegrass-- his “thumb-style” of playing 
guitar. 

Sadly, Arnold Shultz was never record-
ed during his short 45 years of life, and 
photographs of the musical legend are 
scarce. The best glimpse that modern 
music connoisseurs are left with of 
Arnold Shultz is through his influence 
on his fellow musicians and the stories, 
many infamous but unsubstantiated, 
that were shared by those lucky enough 
to know him and hear him play.

Bill Monroe said of Shultz, “There’s 
things in my music, you know, that 
come from Arnold Shultz-- runs that I 
use a lot in my music, I don’t say that I 
make them the same way that he could 
make them ‘cause he was powerful 
with it. In following a fiddle piece or a 
breakdown, he used a pick and he could 
just run from one chord to another the 
prettiest you’ve ever heard. There’s no 
guitar picker today that could do that.” 

Forrest “Boots” Faught was the band-
leader of a band in which Arnold Shultz 
played in the early 1920s. Faught’s 
recollections of his time with Arnold 
include playing in a wooden frame 
school building turned tavern in Crom-
well during the time of Prohibition and 
of the times that Arnold would use a 
pocket knife to produce the steel sound 
before steel guitars were popular and 
steel bars were impossible to come by. 
Faught said, “If Arnold had gotten on 
records, he would have been in a class 
by himself.”

Faught’s recollections of Arnold Shultz 
were not always through rose colored 
glasses. He also recalled times when his 
band would be turned away because 
they had an African American man in 
their band, to which he would reply, 
“The reason I’ve got the man is because 
he’s a good musician. The color doesn’t 
mean anything. You don’t hear color. 
You hear music.” 

Arnold Shultz died in Morgantown in 
April 1931. While his official cause of 
death is reported as “organic heart dis-
ease,” his cousin, Ella Shultz Griffin, had 
another theory about Arnold’s death. 

She is quoted in the Messenger-Inquirer 
article as saying, “They gave him poison 
in his whiskey. People were bragging 
on Arnold for playing better than they 
(other musicians) did. So they thought 
they’d fix Arnold and put him out of 
the way -- and they did. He drank that 
whiskey and died.” 

Arnold Shultz was burried in an un-
marked grave in the Bell Street Ceme-
tery, where he remained unrecognized 
for over six decades, until Nyla Morgan 
took on the project of recognizing 
Arnold Shultz’s final resting place. An 
Arnold Shultz monument now lies in the 
Bell Street Cemetery.

Sadly, despite his lasting influence that 
lives on through modern music, Arnold 
Shultz is overshadowed by those who 
took his playing style and recorded 
it, mastered it, and applied it to other 
genres of music. However, in June 2020, 
the IBMA (International Bluegrass Music 
Association) Foundation announced 
the Arnold Shultz Fund in his honor; 
this fund will serve to support people of 
color in bluegrass music.

This fund will be chaired by Neil Rosen-
berg, a talented Bluegrass musician, 
member of the Bluegrass Hall of Fame, 
and a well versed bluegrass historian. 
Neil Rosenberg says of the Arnold Shultz 
Fund, “We have to see where bluegrass 
music can go, where it hasn’t gone 
before, by paying attention to people 
who are sometimes seen as on the 
fringe or outsiders. The Arnold Shultz 
Fund seeks to welcome people of color 
into bluegrass. As a musician I’ve always 
appreciated the progressive nature of 
this music. It’s never the same. Here’s an 
important opportunity for us to devel-
op, to take new directions.” 
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Sources: “Arnold Shultz: the greatest (?) guitar picker’s life ended before promise realized” by Keith Lawrence on bluegrassfoundation.org 
findagrave.com/memorial/54368997/arnold-shultz
“IMBA Foundation announces Arnold Shultz Fund” by John Lawlwss on bluegrasstoday.com
Bluegrass Breakdown: The Making of the Old Southern Sound by Robert Cantwell 

Story by: Tristan Klein

16



downtown

Photo Right:

Long vacant, the 
former Cousin Don’s 

building has new 
life thanks to a new 

owner. The building 
had a full exterior 

upgrade benefiting 
all surrounding 

businesses and the 
downtown area.

Photo Left:

Schematic plans for the upcoming Down-
town Pocket Park (offical name is to be 
determined.) The City is utilizing architect 
Lee Ross Dinwiddie of Graf Studio, to head 
the project. Graf Studio recently designed 
the new City Hall.

Utilizing City grants, several businesses downtown and 
across the City have improved their facades over the last 
year. Recipients of the grant award include: The former Mall 
Building, Embry and Watts, CPAs, Five Seasons Florist, Drakes 
Farm Service, Hebrews12 coffee, and more. The 50/50 match 
grant will award up to $2,500 to an applicable business to 
improve their facade. Facade repairs include: new doors, 
windows, paint, signage, and awnings. Thus far, the City has 
funded $13,500 toward facade improvements, private fund-
ing has accounted for over $50,000. This program is currently 
open, a list of regulations and the application is available on 
the city’s website. With any questions, call City Hall!



Community 
Spotlight

KEEP UPDATED ON OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE:

MORGANTOWNKY.GOV
FACEBOOK.COM/MTOWNKY

WANT TO BE INVOLVED IN THE CITY’S PROGRESS?
CHECK OUT A MEETING AT CITY HALL:

  Planning and Zoning:    Trail Town:
  First Tuesday at 6 pm     Last Monday at 6:30 pm
    
  City Council:      City Tourism:
  Second Thursday at 6 pm    Last Thursday of the Quarter at 5:30 pm

BEFORE

BEFORE

After

After

Great progress has been made in the conditions of homes 
inside city limits, here are two standout properties that have 
went above and beyond to improve the look of their home 
and neighborhood.
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